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A WORD FROM TEACHER JAN 

Dear Families of Shorenorth, 

Another year is coming to a close. Please be sure to buckle your seatbelt and 
enjoy this last bit of the ride! You will not want to miss any part of the 
coming events starting with THE CARNIVAL, Amy Lang our speaker on 
how to talk to your child about Sexuality, an all school playdate during 
Spring Break, our last community get together called Onward and Upward 
on Saturday, May 17th and ending with Picnics in the Park. This is not an 
exhaustive list of events for each class so stay tuned into your calendar and 
to what your Parent Coordinator says. It’s your last chance to be part of our 
wonderful school for the year! I don’t know if you’ve heard one of our 
favorite sayings around here or not but it goes something like this: You get 
out of Cooperative Preschool what you put in. 

Next year promises many changes and this time of year I try hard to focus 
on staying “in the moment.” Since September, each member, tall and small, 
has become so precious to me. I’d like the “ride” to slow down, but it 
doesn’t.  

I’d like to thank our wonderful board of directors for this school year of 2013-14. Their leadership has 
inspired me to want to work harder and smarter! Their dedication and time they have given to our 
school has been amazingly productive and this shows in our full classes and fundraising. They currently 
have been carrying the heaviest load of all CARNIVAL jobs, working on hiring a new teacher for our 
PreK class next year and filling up the board roster for next year. The board of 2014-15 will be 
announced Monday night, April 14th! 

I thank you all for all you do and in the words of Martin Luther King: We may have all come on 
different ships, but we’re in the same boat now. Proud to be captain of the crew! 

A WORD FROM TEACHER JESSICA 

Dear Shorenorth Families, 

This is my last newsletter note to write.  Thinking back on my 
time here as a parent,  I remember sitting in discussion one 
day, at the old school, with a small group of parents and 
Teacher Jan, thinking, “Hey, this would be a great job. I think 
I’d like to do what she does…” I was excited by the possibility, 
not imagining it would soon be real. It was a big change from 
elementary school teaching, and I welcomed that, with two 
young girls. Step by step, Jan nurtured me and trusted me to 
do for families what she had done for me and so many others – 
provide for my children a friendly and stimulating 
environment, and for me, lots of parenting answers, ideas, 
andand encouragement, a safe place to cry when I needed 
to,  and friendships that have lasted to this day. Thank you 
Jan. Thank you Shorenorth.  My years spent with you will always inform my teaching and warm my 
heart. baby, and SO glad to find a group and a place where I felt nourished. Shorenorth provided the 
support, the education, and the resources I needed to help me through those first months and years. My 
wish for you this year is that you find what you need to nourish yourself as a parent, a partner, a person, 
here at Shorenorth.  
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Every other year we offer a CPR/First Aid class to our 
members and alumni.  This year we had 21 people attend 
the class on March 23 and it was a huge success!  Teacher 
Jan, who has been through one or two of these classes in 
her time, said this was the best CPR/First Aid class she 
has taken!   

The class was taught by Tara Rock who is a firefighter and 
EMT.  She is the CEO of West Coast CPR Training which 
has a CPR Training Facility right her in Shoreline!  If you 
are anything like me your last CPR training class was 
probably right before your little one was born.  Now you 
have a dare devil running around the house and you are 
thinking a refresher might be a good idea!  Go to Tara’s 
website: www.westcoastcprtraining.com and sign up for a 
class! 

SHIPPING CONTAINER DELIVERED! 

CPR/FIRST AID TRAINING! 

Did you know that much of the carnival supplies that get reused 
are stored at members homes?  Did you know that some of the 
members have moved and have had to move carnival supplies 
with them?  Did you know that the large shipping container on 
the playground is where Shoreline Cooperative Preschool keeps 
all of their carnival supplies?   

Why am I asking all these questions!?!  Shorenorth Board voted 
to purchase a shipping container for our school to store all of 
these supplies and more!  The container was delivered March 
19, it is 20 feet long and is going to be a wonderful place to keep 
things in one place!   

This was purchased using fundraising dollars from last year’s 
carnival! 

Do you have a suggestion on what to do with Shorenorth fundraising dollars?  Let someone on the 
board know and we will discuss it at our next board meeting! 

  

2 



SPEAKER 

ART CORNER 

Try this recipe for homemade 

fingerpaint: 

 

1/2 cup cornstarch 

2 cups water 

liquid food coloring 

 

Directions: Mix cornstarch 

and water in a saucepan and 

boil until the mixture thick-

ens. Allow to cool and then 

add food coloring.   
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ART CORNER—PROCESS ART 

Trust the Process 
 
I love watching children do art. And they "do art" incredibly well, if we let them. To 
our adult eyes, it often looks like they are making a mess, piling blobs of color on 
blobs of color, swirling it around until it's a muddy puddle. And really, they are. 

And it's okay! It's the process that is the art. It's the act of exploring the colors 
and textures, the discovery of "What happens when I do this?" It's the freedom to 
decide where something should be glued, or where to put the paint, and how much 
should go right there (more than I ever think is plenty). This act of exploration and 
discovery is exactly the experience I want my child to have. This open-ended, no-

right-or-wrong time to just do is literally growing our kids' brains. It is forming 
neural pathways in the areas of cause and effect, of decision making and problem 
solving and self-control. It is enhancing fine motor skills (and sometimes large mo-
tor skills). It is deepening the pathways in the area of pure, unadulterated joy. We 
don't always know what it is, and we can't always hang it on the fridge. And it's 
okay! 
 
There is something to be said for "product." The drawing you recognize. The collage 
that "looks like something." There will be time for those and they will happen, I 
promise!  For right now, though, let's encourage those developing brains, and those 
sweet open hearts to explore all they can, get as messy as they can, and know that 
what looks like a blob of mess to us is simply perfect. 
 
The Best of Both Worlds 
 
Often, process art can be used to make a fun and beautiful product.  One of my fa-
vorite ways is by exploring with paint and various tools.  Use whatever paint you 
have, or even just food coloring and vinegar, on whatever paper you have.  Paper 
bags, newspaper, magazine pages all make fantastic canvases.  Find lots of different 
things to make marks with, including kitchen utensils, cotton swabs, sponges, 
squeegees, toilet paper rolls, or fingers!  Then play!  When the exploration is done, 
let the mess-terpieces dry, then cut them up and glue them to create collage pic-
tures.  Even this can be a process.  The collages don't have to look like any certain 
thing, but can be an exploration of colors and textures.  The possibilities are end-
less!  

All the preschools associated with Shorenorth Community College gathered to-

gether to hear from Karen Deerwester speaking on entitlement.  Karen was very 

energetic and passionate about this topic. She shared how she felt that we should 

not be going backwards to a time when children were seen not hear, who really 

wants that? However, we also need to realize that how we parent can help our kids 

have a wider view of the world and realize that they are not at the center. Slowing 

down, having fun with our kid, and taking the time to focus on parenting will help 

our kids live lives entitlement-free. One encouraging thing she said was to not 

"add" lots of new parenting things to our "to do" list, but focus on the challenging 

times of our day (when we want to give in and do the "easy" thing), and put some 

new effort to these. She also encouraged us to take time and get creative and be a 

kid with your kids. It was very fun to see all the different and have such a large turn 

out of parents engaged and wanting to be better parents. 

KAREN DEERWESTER—PAC SPEAKER 

~Jen Hannah 



 There are a few open 

positions on the 

board for next year.  

The Groover PC and 

Explorer PCs are both 

great positions.  Par-

ent Coordinator is a 

wonderful way to “get 

your feet wet” on the 

board and see if it’s 

something you want 

to continue with! 
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Director/Instructor Jan Burnham 

Instructor TBD 

Chair of Board Lena Garcia 

Co-Chair of Board Cory Peterson 

Secretary Amy Leonardson 

Executive Treasurer Rachael Garrett 

Assistant Treasurer Erica Graeff 

PAC Representative Ashlie Beach 

Fundraising Gillian Murphy & 

Jennie Blockhus 

Registrar Erin Wilson 

Marketing Dana Short 

Communication Co-Chairs Alison Buss & Pending Ac-

ceptance 

Groovers PCs Vonita Francisco & TBD 

Movers PCs Susie LaCleurgue &  

Toni Noll 

Toddlers PCs Katie Dire & Tauryn Beeman  

Explorer & Baby PCs TBD 

Members at Large Rep Shannon Spurgeon 

2014-2015 SHORENORTH BOARD ROSTER 

A NEW LOOK! 

You likely noticed our new purple door!  We did this in an 

effort to improve our “curb appeal” and make a more wel-

coming entryway.   

Lena Garcia and Erin Wilson spearheaded this project and 

did a great job!  



April 

An auction catalog will be available at school and on the website the 
first week of April.  We print just a few copies to share at school.  
You can use this catalog to plan your bidding!  Many items, such as 
10 $100 gift certificates to Macys, will be offered at face value, 
bringing funds to Shorenorth while you visit your favorite restau-
rants and stores.  Here is a big thank you to Macy’s for the generous 
donation and to Dana Short’s husband, Roy, for helping Shorenorth 
secure this great item for our auction!  Happy bidding! 

You’ve seen the cubbies purchased with last year’s fundraising dol-
lars.  Another item that you might not have seen is a 20 foot ship-
ping container where we will be able to store our carnival games, 
auction supplies, and bulky school items.  This will have an impact 
on our physical environment, reducing clutter and enabling us to 
take better care of our supplies.  The container is at the other end of 
the school, by the gymnasium! 

If you have any questions or comments about fundraising, please 
contact Gillian, Heather or Mirah. You can also write to fundrais-
ing@shorenorth.net. 

      Gillian Murphy 

WHAT’S COMING UP! 

FUNDRAISING 
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       May/June 

April 11—4-9 Carnival Set up 

April 12—8a-4p   

Spring Carnival 

April 14—Parent Ed Night 

Amy Lang 6:30-9pm 

April 21-25 Spring Break NO 

CLASSES! 

April 24-All School Playdate 

May 1—Carnival Wrap up 

meeting for committee chairs 

May 27—All School Clean up 

May 17—Onward & Upward 

Last Community Gathering 

May 27—Last day of Spring 

Quarter for SCC 

May 20-22 End of school pic-

nics 

May 29-In/Out Board Dinner 

May 22—Groovers’ Good-bye June 2-PAC Leadership 

May 26—Memorial Day NO 

CLASS! 

June 5—SCC Parenting edu-

cation Family Event at SCC 
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The newsletter editors pulled 

birthday information from the 

roster of enrolled students at 

the time we wrote this news-

letter. 

If we missed your child please 

send us an email and we will 

make sure they are in the next 

newsletter! 

BIRTHDAYS! 
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Vivian LaMotte Scooter 4/16/2012 

Andrea Nguyen Scooter 4/12/2012 

Miles Wilson Toddler 4/30/2011 

Jasper Hollenbach Toddler 4/2/2011 

Benjamin Garrett Movers 4/23/2010 

Flora Chiarelli Movers 4/10/2010 

Annika Murphy Explorer 5/30/2012 

Mikko Dalan Explorer 5/27/2012 

Renata Walker Explorer 5/20/2012 

Alexa Graeff Mover 5/17/2010 

Samuel Medina Groover 5/27/2009 

April Birthdays 

June Birthdays 

May Birthdays 

Marit Blockhus Explorer 6/23/2012 

Marina Dire Explorer 6/21/2012 

Damian Graeff Explorer 6/6/2012 

Cora Quinn Toddler 6/25/2011 

Lucy Ballard Toddler 6/13/2011 

Banu Tutar Scooter 6/8/2010 

June Hammers Groover 6/16/2009 

Paola Cunningham Groover 6/2/2009 

Jake Kennedy Groover 6/12/2008 

Movers’ St Patrick’s Day Circle Time! 
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Explorers Pajama Party! 


