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A WORD FROM TEACHER JAN  

Jan teaches the Baby N Me, Explorers, Toddlers, and Movers classes! If you have any questions or concerns, feel free 

to contact her at jburnham@shoreline.edu 

Dear Families of Shorenorth, 

At this present moment as I write this, I am filled with an amazing warmth of community and another job well done by 
our school. The carnival today was a joyous, successful occasion that I’m just getting some early reports of how well we 
did financially. We haven’t even begun our online auction yet! Many leaders rose up to take us down the long path 
towards today but the masterminds that were our board members were Gillian Murphy, Amy Leonardson and Jennie 
Blockhus. These women gave incredible amounts of time for our school that we all will benefit from and we thank them 
for all their hard work since August and their leadership to all the other hardworking teams! This is a day for me of 
constant smiling and excitement to see our current members and families, meet partners that support them, see all the 
children, hug and chat to our wonderful alumni that come back to help run our games or say hi, Grandparents that even 
helped clean up this year! and to meet new people that asked me, how do I sign up to join this school and thank us for 
having an event that is geared for little children. 

While fundraising is a necessary evil for all nonprofits, we at Shorenorth decided that it should build community too. 
Everywhere I looked today I saw that happening; from the awesome kitchen staff, the dynamic data entry entrance 
team, incredible carnival games, our welcomed, taken care of volunteers, toy trade up area, ticket sales, our small but 
powerful cleanup crew that left a little before 4...we were chatting, laughing, working hard and making it happen!! 

When we work together as a communal team we can make big things happen. I look back to our incredible Open House 
where we filled up all classes with wait lists for next year, we closed our 2016-17 board nominations and are about to 
send a letter of congratulations and welcome to the new board(all positions full!!) that we will introduce and welcome 
at our April parent ed meeting. This is our last speaker of the year and we will be giving recognitions, thanks and some 
goodbyes to families that will be leaving for Kindergarten next fall. Please come to this and the Spring Potluck. The 
people that do make it to these kind of events get a lot more out of co op! There’s an old sayings floating around that 
goes, “You get out of cooperative preschool what you put in.” I see this to be true. If you haven’t taken the leap yet, try 
it. You will reap what you sow. J 

As we move into a shift of location, you can call me crazy but I am now to the “getting excited” mode. I remember 
clearly 8 years ago moving to our current site with many paradigm shifts and changes to how Shorenorth “did 
preschool.” Many classes and people before you worked hard at making our “home” the special environment we have 
enjoyed and now it is our turn when we move. Guess what?! It’s going to be new and fun! There will be many new 
decisions to make and you can have a big part if you speak up and participate. Some people know I came from teaching 
in the school district for many years and I have always been a teacher that believes in parent power and support. I 
couldn’t have a better job working for all of you who drive me with passion and excitement for what is about to come. 

With Much Gratitude and Love, 

Jan Burnham 

 



A WORD FROM TEACHER SUSIE 

Susie teaches the Groovers class. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact her at 

slaclergue@shoreline.edu 

Dear families, 

Author Susan Cain has ignited a revolution around the power of introversion. Her groundbreaking book is Quiet, and you 
can learn more from her website and TED Talk. 

We at Shorenorth have many members who, as Cain says, are “quiet and modest people doing extraordinary things.” 
Now, it takes all types to make a healthy whole, right? So we love us our fabulous extroverts, too! As well as those who 
fall somewhere in the middle of the spectrum, such as our shy extroverts and “ambiverts.” Indeed, the purpose here is 
not to pigeon-hole anyone but to celebrate parents who help our school run smoothly and joyfully by doing critical, 
behind-the-scenes work. Here is just a slice of what your peers say they admire in you: 

* You wash windows so natural light can shine into our school. This keeps our classroom looking clean from inside and 
out, and it also lets in mood-boosting sunshine. 

* You made the darling children’s aprons, the red and white checked tablecloth, the felt apple tree that children can 
‘pick’ apples off of, and the dramatic play area’s pond with magnetic fish for our camping unit. You routinely spruce up 
the children’s costumes by sewing up holes. 

* You are “humble, cheerful, and efficient” as you complete print jobs for the carnival, all the while being “trustworthy, 
capable, gracious, and willing.” 

* You are an unassuming auction team leader – “low-key” yet “brilliant and strong,” able to “remember and remind 
teammates of the key issues that need attention,” and confident as you “undertake significant projects with a can-do 
attitude.” 

* You “play well with both children and adults,” “keep all informed and actively doing our respective board jobs,” and 
happily do additional tasks such as “taking all 700 wooden rubber stamps to clean, sort, toss or tidy; or ironing and 
sorting out all felt pieces for the quiet feltboard play; or making items for the auction.” 

* You have a “quiet, methodical way of taking a project and turning it into gold,” reinventing new field trips for two 
years running, spearheading special in-class projects, and making calls for our relocation adventure. 

* You regularly fix our toys and equipment with a determined, good-natured, this-can-be-salvaged, positive outlook. 

Our quiet heroes do not go unnoticed! You are workhorses who do not seek the limelight, but we see and appreciate 
you. And there are so many of you!!! So if you do not find yourself in this impossibly short message, please know in your 
heart that your effort is honored, too. 

As you embrace your introversion, you are modeling for all our children that you are proud of who you are, as you are. 
They learn from your example to love the talents unfolding within themselves, whatever they may be. We depend on 
you, we enjoy you, we learn from you, and we thank you. 

-Teacher Susie 

 

 
 

http://www.quietrev.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/susan_cain_the_power_of_introverts?language=en


Dear Friends,  

We've done it again! The 2016 Carnival and Silent Auction was a great success by all measures. We raised more than $12,000 

last weekend!  

We welcomed hundreds of friends to our event, and there were smiles all around (except occasionally when a little friend did 

not want to leave). This event gets better every year.   

Selected Highlights:  

 Food team - Short lines and strong sales!  

 Volunteers! High school and alumni volunteers staffed half of our 

games!  

 Procurement - Oh, procurement. Wonderful, diverse donations. Many 

new donors.  

 Payments - Tablets for recording sales  

 Toy trade up 

The most important aspect for me was the many ways our community pulled together. I appreciate the many ways large and 

small that each of you contributed. I appreciated your smiles, your cheer in taking on tasks, and the ways you filled in when 

needed.  

Thank you!  

Gillian and the Fundraising Team 

PS: The online auction runs Monday 8am - Friday 8pm. Invite your friends! Includes leftover items, new items & items just for 

Shorenorth members & alumni.  

         

ssss 

http://charityauction.bid/Shorenorth%20Silent%20Auction%202016


Now that spring (and soon, summer!) is upon us, my kids are CRAZY for bubbles. Are yours?? I asked Teacher Jan to 

share her bubble recipe with us. Being the awesome person she is, Teacher Jan shared nine recipes with me! I wish I had 

space to share them all. Enjoy! – KaraAnne  

Teacher Jan says this is the “trickiest,” although it has good results: 

Bubbles! 

Ingredients: 

 Dawn Ultra 

 Guar Gum 

 Rubbing Alcohol 

 Hot Water 

 Baking Powder 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions: 

1. Take ½ cup and 1 ½ tsp of Dawn Ultra and stir in 

3 quarts of hot water 

2. In a serperate bowl, mix 1 tsp of Guar Gum and 

dissolve into 2 Tablespoons of rubbing alcohol. 

Add this mixture to 1 quart of hot water—on 

stove is best. Stir until mixture starts to thicken. 

3. Once it starts to thicken, stir into the Dawn 

mixture. 

4. In a separate bowl, mix 2 tsp baking powder 

dissolved into a small amount of hot water. 

Once dissolved, add to Dawn mixture. 

5. Stir the solution and let sit for 24 hours.

Looking for some easier bubble recipes? Here are the links to the other recipes Teacher Jan shared with me. Her favorite 

quick and easy is this one from the Exploratorium website, as long you can let it sit for a week. Others can be found on 

this Natural Simplicity Blog Post published back in 2010. 

 

 

 

For Your Calendar 

APRIL 

18-22—NO SCHOOL, spring break 

26—Toddlers Field Trip 

27—Parent Ed Meeting: 

 *New Board Members Introduced 

 *Info about our new school site! 

 

MAY 

1—Tuition Due 

3—Teacher Appreciation Day 

5—Movers Field Trip 

14—Spring Fest 

23-27—Last week of School 

31—All School Clean & Packing Party!

 

 

http://www.exploratorium.edu/ronh/bubbles/formulae.html
http://natural-simplicity.blogspot.com/2010/10/homemade-bubble-solution.html


SPRING Escapes Compiled by Tauryn Beeman 

If you can’t get away for (or just returned from) Spring Break, here are some local play-time outings that might give you a good 
change of pace. Short-term EXPO’s, Fairs & Festivals listed first, with ongoing drop-in preschool age fun following. All kid activities 
assume adult accompaniment unless noted. *Discount options listed whenever possible. 

Upcoming FESTIVALS: 

WHIRLIGIG Fest (Seattle Center): Inflatable Rides @ Seattle 
Center Armory, April 1st-17th, 11am-6pm daily. Individual 
ride tickets $1.50, All-day pass $8 ($4.50 Toddler zone); *FREE 
Thursdays! More visit info here.  

International Children’s Festival, April 16th-17th @ Seattle 
Center (Fisher Pavilion). 11am-5pm daily; FREE. More info 
here.  

Lego Bricks EXPO (Tacoma) April 2-17th: More info here  

WA State Spring FAIR (in Puyallup) April 14-17th (*kids 18 & 
under FREE Thurs 14th). More info here.  

Evergreen Fair Spring weekend (in Monroe) April 22nd-24th. 
Parking $5, Admission FREE; *discounted ride ticket band 
available online ahead. More info here.  

Mercer Island Preschool Association Annual CIRCUS, Sat April 
23rd, 10am- 2pm. $15/kid pass (parents free). More info 
here.  

National Parks are FREE the week of April 16th-24th, in 
honor of the National Park Service Centennial this summer. 
More info here.  

MAY Festival @ Camlann Medieval Village (Carnation, WA), 
April 30th- May 1st. $10/13+, $6/6-12yrs & over 60, 5 & 
under Free. Noon-5pm. More info here.  

NW Folklife Festival @ Seattle Center, May 27-30th 
(Memorial Day wknd). Admission FREE (Donation 
encouraged). Schedule available May 1st. Kids Discovery 
zone; MUSIC throughout campus. More Info  

Ongoing fun, SEATTLE: 

Wunderkind LEGO Café (NE Seattle): 3318 NE 
55th St, Seattle, WA 98105. Local café with 
tall Lego tables and two Duplo areas for the 
younger set. Info here. Per day drop-in fee 
$6/child (monthly passes available). 9am-8pm 
daily, but DO check their Facebook page 

before trekking down, since they might have space partially 
closed for classes or parties. Allergy note: many café goods 
contain nuts (and little hands eat and play). 

Indoor Playground @ Seattle Gymnastics Academy (Lake City 
“Shively” & Ballard sites). Daily drop-in 1 hour gym playtimes 
for 0-5 only; $6/child (*punch-cards 
available). Info description here. April times 
for Lake City Shively site: 11:30am Sun-Fri’s 
& 2:15 M & Wed’s; and at Ballard site: Noon 
Mon-Fri’s & 12:45pm Sat’s. See Calendar 
Times here. Parents Nights out (kids 5-12 
yrs) also available 2nd & 4th Sat each 
month; $35/child, 6-10pm. More info here.  

Seattle Children’s Museum @ Seattle Center Armory (lower 
level). Visit info here. Rotating and themed exhibits. Art 
room/area. *Admission “Donation” last hour (4-5pm) 
weekdays; $1 Admission with EBT card; more info here.  

Further SOUTH: 

‘Lil Diggers Playtime @ Sandbox Sports (Georgetown): 5955 
Airport Way S Seattle, WA 98108. Preschool Age Sessions 
Mon, Wed & Thurs 9:30-11am and 11:30am-1 pm. Cost: $7 
each child (0-5 yrs only). More info here.  

Kids Trek—a new half-acre of dedicated outdoor climbing 
and creating space for kids connected to Northwest Trek 
(Eastonville, WA); admission price includes both. Enrichment 
activities (ages 5-12 esp.) 1st Sat ech month. More info and 
lots of pictures here. 

UP NORTH: 

Play Happy Café (Lynnwood): 4114 198th Street SW, 
Lynnwood, WA 98036. Indoor play-space designed for 0-6 
year olds w/trains, kitchen, imagination play, small ball pit & 
bouncy room; separate “crawlers only” space. $10/day 1st 
child/ $7 sibling/crawler. Café with kid-friendly menu (no 
outside food). More info here.  

Young ART LESSONS (Alderwood Mall, Lynnwood). Drop-In 
lessons (*punch cards available); Birthday parties, field trips 
and more! Info Here. 

Drop off Preschool Playtime @ Lynnwood Recreation Center 
& Pool. Sign-up for a two-hour drop-off session for your 3-6 
year old, Tues & Thursdays 9-11am or 12-2pm. $10/session. 
More info here.  

Imagine Kids Museum (Everett) *Half-price admission 
Thursdays 3-5pm & *FREE 3rd Fridays (next is April 15th); info 
here. GREAT roof top slide & music area, when good weather 
allows! (Outside food is allowed and also sold on site for 
evenings). 

http://www.seattlecenter.com/whirligig/
childrensfest.tacawa.org
https://www.parentmap.com/article/brick-by-brick-lego-expo
http://www.thefair.com/spring-fair
http://evergreenfair.org/180/Celebrate-Spring-Weekend
http://redtri.com/seattle/11-spectacular-spring-festivals/slide/7
http://www.nationalparks.org/national-park-week%20To%20find%20a%20park;%20look%20here.%20http:/findyourpark.com/
http://www.camlann.org/may%20festival.htm
nwfolklife.org/festival2016/
http://wunderkindseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wunderkindsea/?fref=ts
http://www.seattlegymnastics.com/lakecity/events/indoor-playground
http://www.seattlegymnastics.com/lakecity/calendar
http://www.seattlegymnastics.com/lakecity/events/parents-night-out
http://thechildrensmuseum.org/visit/
http://thechildrensmuseum.org/visit/prices/free-or-reduced-admission/
http://sandboxsports.net/kids-sandbox/
http://redtri.com/seattle/the-newest-coolest-playground-thats-worth-the-trek/?utm_source=Email_marketing&utm_campaign=SPON-SEA_4716_Baby_Expo_SPON_The_Newest__Coolest_Playground_Worth_the_Drive&cmp=1&utm_medium=HTMLEmail
http://www.playhappycafe.com/
http://youngartusa.co/
http://www.ci.lynnwood.wa.us/PlayLynnwood/Activities/PreschoolPlaytime.htm
https://www.imaginecm.org/programs-camps-events/free_admission_night/


World Celebrations: Spring 

By Mysie Cairns 

Here in the United States, Spring is dominated by two major religious holidays: Easter (Christian) and Passover (Jewish). 

Perhaps you've colored a few eggs or eaten a chocolate bunny (or two) over the years, and/or maybe you've shared 

matzo and wine at a Seder? There are plenty of ways to celebrate these grand religious experiences, whether you 

observe them in your family or just enjoy the games and food. 

Elsewhere around the world, there are all sorts of Spring holidays taking place from March through May. Many of them 

are New Year celebrations for cultures where the new year starts with Spring, such as Now-Ruz (Iran), Baisakhi (India), or 

Songkran (Thailand). Cleaning house and getting outside for picnics usually figures into these celebrations. 

There are celebrations of children, or just general merriment. Kites a flown for Basanth by Pakistani children, and carp 

kites are tethered in gardens for Tango-no Sekku, Japan's Boys' Day. Arini Nal (Korea) honors children by playing many 

games and enjoying free trips to parks. And who here in the 

U.S. doesn't enjoy a little April Fool's joke and wearing green 

for St. Patrick's Day? 

Perhaps my favorite Spring holiday is May Day, or Lei Day in 

Hawaii. Every year as a girl there was a little healthy 

competition between the students to see who could make 

the most leis by Lei Day. There was never an official tally, the 

leis were just collected at school and sent off to decorate the 

graves of fallen soldiers.  It was both a festive and somber 

celebration, knowing that a little bit of our fun would help 

ease the hearts veteran's families. 

How will you celebrate this Spring with your family? 

 

Upcoming (FINAL) Parent Education Night 

 

Amanda Morgan 

Wednesday, April 27th, 2016, 6:30-9:00pm (located at Shorenorth/North City School) 

 

Developmentally Appropriate Practices 

Amanda holds a BA in both elementary and early childhood education and an MS in childhood development. She currently teaches 
preschoolers and works as a consultant and trainer for a non-profit children’s organization. She also writes the blog NotJustCute.com 
that focuses on child development.How do we learn about our various group identities like female, African American, Buddhist, 
homosexual, middle class, etc.?  

 

 



SITE UPDATE: After contacting and connecting with over 37 spaces, and then visiting at least 9 of these spaces, our Board 

has recently agreed on a top choice for our new school site for Fall 2016, Myong Sung Presbyterian Church on 15th ave NE and 
Forest Dr NE.  This potential site has a large multi-terrain outdoor fenced  area, first floor classroom space (smaller then what we 
currently have) and separate meeting hall with kitchen which would be available for Parent Ed and community gatherings.  The 
leadership of Myong Sung church is quite interested to partner with us.  We will continue to move forward with lease contract 
discussions and specific agreement details.  More news to follow at our Parent Ed meeting on April 27th. [cue cymbal crash!!!] 

p.s. NOW is a great time to start searching for and collecting quality collapsible boxes for our upcoming move. We will store some in 
our on-site container after Carnival items are packed in well.  

  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

KaraAnne Grodin, mom to Mischa (first grade) & Dinah (toddlers) 

Anytime you have field trip/fun school pictures, please send them my way. You may see your photo highlighted in an upcoming newsletter! 

kgrodin@outlook.com 

CONTRIBUTERS 

Tauryn Beeman  Mysie Cairns     Gillian Murphy       Teacher Jan       Teacher Susie 


