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A WORD FROM TEACHER JAN 

Jan teaches the Baby N Me, Explorers, Toddlers, and Movers classes! If you have any questions or concerns, feel free 

to contact her at jburnham@shoreline.edu 

Dear Returning and New Families of Shorenorth, 

Farewell to Summer and hello to Fall, one of my favorite seasons. Last night while working on revising our Parent 

Handbook with our wonderful board Secretary Jenya (Mom in the Mover’s class), we enjoyed the fact that 

there are going to be so many changes, routines and shifts at our new school that returning or new parents and 

teachers will all be on level playing ground. I’m so excited to work altogether at trying new things out and 

finding the best systems for each and all classes! It’s been a very busy summer with the Indoor, Outdoor 

Environment Teams and the Board working hard to get ready. 

Don’t be concerned though about my use of the word “new” though. We focus on keeping our same rich 

secret to our successful school. Here it is: First and foremost, relationships are #1. If we all work hard to build 

relationships between children, parents and teachers, all other things will flow and fall into place. I am 

convinced that is what is so special about Shorenorth. I honestly was in tears as I shut the door of the old school-

emptied out and again just 4 sterile institutional walls (well, ok, they were blue, yellow and green…) but the next 

feelings that filled me up were of happiness of all the amazing memories we all made together. School is my 

home away from home and I hope it becomes yours. If you are a new family, this year I hope you feel a sense 

of community. This definition of community encapsulates what we hope to build together. 

Community: a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests, and goals. 

One shift about our new environment that I’d like to currently draw attention to is our excellent outdoor 

Playscape! (yes, it’s a fancy term for playground) There has been a lot of dreaming, labor and dollars spent on 

it already by school teams to make it into a magical place for all of us. You’ll hear during Orientation the long 

term plans of more magical things being integrated throughout the year, such as the building of a willow hut in 

the Winter… but as you shop for school clothes for your children and yourselves (don’t forget you!) please keep 

in mind that at our school we like to “dress for mess” rather than our best clothes. We will paint, play with all 

kinds of art materials inside; we will make mud pies in the mud kitchen, dig in the enormous sand box, probably 

get pitch on our clothes…. outside. I’m wearing boots, maybe sometimes rain pants (hard to imagine right now 

with our beautiful weather right? ;), raincoat, hats… because as world Explorer Ranulph Fiennes says, “There’s 

no such thing as bad weather, just inappropriate clothing.” 

Very excited to begin this new Play Adventure of Learning with all of you!! 

Yours Truly,  

Jan Burnham  

 

 

     Outdoor Project Sneak-Peak  



A WORD FROM TEACHER SUSIE 

Susie teaches the Groovers class. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact her at 

slaclergue@shoreline.edu 

Dear families, 

In the Jewish tradition, the New Year falls in autumn. This fits so nicely with the traditional 

academic calendar in the US! Many Jewish people dip apples in honey during this festive holiday, to symbolize 

sweet beginnings. So grab yourselves some Washington apples (supporting farmers!) and local honey 

(supporting bees!), and celebrate the kick-off to this school year, and the terrific new home for our Shorenorth 

community. 

 

Eager to see you all soon! 

 

Warm regards, 

Teacher Susie 

 

MEET THE BOARD 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top from left: Teacher Susie, Dana Short (Marketing), Amy Leonardson (FUNdraising), Stina Miller (FUNdraising), 

Jenny Lohman (Toddlers PC), Andi Tosch (Explorers PC), Chris Harbert (Treasurer), Tauryn Beeman (Co-

Communications), KaraAnne Grodin (Co-Communications), Gillian Murphy (Vice Chair) 

Bottom from left: Jenya Barrick (Secretary), Shama Moktan (Registrar), Rachel Lyman (Groovers PC), Kristin 

Harrington (FUNdraising Lead), Ellie Bender (Movers PC), Nicole Lupinacci (Assistant Treasurer), Jennie Blockhus 

(Chair), Sharif Youssef (PAC Rep) 

Not pictured: Teacher Jan (Director) 



ORIENTATION IS COMING!  

Benefits for attending Shorenorth Co-Op Preschool Orientation 

Parent Orientation Night is Thursday, September 8th, at 6:30 pm. This is a mandatory meeting exploding with 

information: important dates, how the school day works, parent obligations, fundraising, learn about your co-op 

job and more. We will also break into groups so you can meet your class, teacher and parent coordinator. 

Below is a list of topics that will be covered during Orientation: 

 Board Introductions 

 Calendar 

 Safety 

 Class Parent Education Curriculum 

 Speakers & Business Meetings 

 Cleaning 

 Co-op Jobs 

 Marketing 

 Shoreline Community College & PAC 

 Communications 

 Money Matters 

 FUNdraising 

 Class Meetings with Parent Coordinators 

Enjoy a NEW location tour from 6:00 pm to 6:20 pm, prior to Orientation, then come next door to the church 

basement café to learn about the unique advantages for both parents and children as a Shorenorth Co-op 

Preschool member. 

I look forward to learning this valuable information with you, 

Jennie Blockhus 

Board Chair 2016-2017 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Woodchip Relocation with Board Chair Jennie Blockhus, 

Co-Treasurer Chris Harbert, and Teacher Susie

 

Teacher Susie gets dirty 

 



October 

1—October Tuition Due 

1—Fall Fest, 9:30am-11:30am 

9—Parent Ed (required), 6:30pm-9pm 

18/19—School Photos (Individual & Group) 

 

How-To: Connect With Other Co-Op Members 

1. Find (and save) your class list. Having your classmates’ phone info in your cell can be a great help 

for field-trip days, or other meet-ups. Adding class members to your email contacts can speed up a 

direct conversation, without needing to message your whole class. Your PC (Parent Coordinator) will 

likely send the class contact info roster via email at the start of school. To find your list, or other 

classes, visit our Shorenorth.com website, log in to “Members Home” in the upper right corner, then 

follow “Quick Links” to class pages on left hand side of page. FYI, your Username is your full name (no 

spaces/no caps) & your Password is your email. This is the perfect time to change your password. 

 

2. Attend ALL-SCHOOL events. Parent Ed/Speaker nights are a great way for our many members to 

be on the same page for upcoming events/announcements and ponder topics as a larger 

community. Being on time for the all-school meeting gives you a chance to win door prizes, and 

allows more time for class group meetings at the end. Our quarterly “Family Fun” events (like Fall Fest, 

PJ Jam, Spring Carnival & more) let us meet spouses/siblings of classmates and make space for 

everyone to play together. 

3. Like/join our “Shorenorth Preschool Fan Page” on Facebook.  

Access upcoming school and local events and themed conversations add 

interest to and beyond our community. Pictures welcome (if you asked 

permission of parents first), or with no kids’ faces showing. Start a topic/share 

pic yourself or send to communications: shorenorth.communications@gmail.com. 

4. Send a note. You can go “old school” and leave a treat or note in our classroom cubbies 

(arranged by class group and child’s names). Or look up the name or email of a 

school member by their job/board role on our Communications bulletin board wall.  

 

 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR  

 September 

8—New School Tour (optional), 6pm 

8—Parent Orientation (required), 6:30pm-9pm 

12-16—Classes begin (no drop-off this week) 

21—September Tuition Due 

26-30—Fall Costume Party Week 

https://www.facebook.com/Shorenorth-Preschool-Fan-Page-254633740783/


 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELPING HANDS! 

BOARD RETREAT & WORK PARTY 2016 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SO MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR! 

An EXTRA HUGE thank you to Granny Cat for her outdoor vision and hard work on leading the troops to bring 

the vision to life! 

   

         Granny Cat and her grandsons       Lena Garcia working with the Outdoor Team 

 

We also owe some SINCERE GRATITUDE to Lena Garcia for her indoor vision and hard work in leading the Indoor 

Environment Team to create an amazing space for our children to play and learn. 

   

       Monte Burnham making magic happen      Jack & his chainsaw 

And, finally, BIG THANKS go out to Teacher Jan & her amazing Partner-in-Life for giving so much of their time 

and resources to this transition and to our community in general. Also thank you to Jack, the longterm love of 

Teacher Jan’s daughter, for working so hard to help us in this transition. 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

KaraAnne Grodin, mom to Mischa (second grade) & Dinah (movers) 

 CONTRIBUTERS  

Tauryn Beeman Jennie Blockhus     Teacher Jan     Teacher Susie 


