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A WORD FROM TEACHER JAN 

Jan teaches the Baby N Me, Explorers, Toddlers, and Movers classes! If you have any questions or concerns, feel free 

to contact her at jburnham@shoreline.edu 

 

Dear Families of Shorenorth, 

I wish you Happy New Year of 2017! I wish you health, happiness and the vision to put “First Things 

First.” I was chatting with a Shorenorth member recently who has been here many years and she 

said, “you weren’t kidding Jan. These years go by so fast, but on a daily basis you don’t think they are 

ever going to end!”  I feel proud to be surrounded by families that put “First Things First.” We can tell 

how well your children are loved and cared for that you do. We can tell that you are educated 

about what is right for children developmentally and emotionally. When you need help, you can 

reach out to your classmates and our school and get it. Your child has a big team-their whole class, 

that is cheering for them and helping them to become the person they were born to be. We all have 

the most precious opportunity to make a difference in the lives of many children! I call that Co-Op 

Preschool MAGIC!! 

With the New Year brings many fun events on the horizon. Many of the events are hosted at Shoreline 

Community College because you my dear parents are students there. I had an hour-long meeting 

with the director of facilities at SCC (P.S.: she’s a Shoreline co-op alum Mom!) and she basically kept 

saying, “How can I help you make this event the best?” We were discussing the PJ Jam and our 

Spring Carnival. I walked back to my car on Cloud 9 thinking about how our affiliation with the 

college is so incredible! It makes every committee, meeting, overnight retreats from our families, 

writings of syllabi, following of procedures, learnings to come of Formstack (SCC online registration) 

and emails… so worth it! 

Our new facility is feeling more like home to me and it seems like it feels that way to you too. We 

have 5 amazing Parent Coordinators of our classes that would help you with any question or concern 

that you may have. It may seem a ways away, but company is coming on March 4th for Open 

House. If everyone is vigilant about their co-op job, we’ll be ready!! As always, as your Instructors, 

Susie and I are here to serve. :-) 

Thanks and Love, 

Jan Burnham 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

KaraAnne Grodin, mom to Mischa (second grade) & Dinah (movers) 

 CONTRIBUTERS 

Tauryn Beeman Jennie Blockus     Kristin Harrington     Teacher Jan     Teacher Susie     Jenny Lohman 



February     March 

1—February Tuition Due    1—March Tuition Due (Shorenorth & SCC) 

4—Pajama Jam, 5:30pm-8pm    3—All School Clean-Up 

9—Board meeting, 7pm-9pm    4—Open House  

13-17—In-House Registration     6—Open Board Nominations 

14—Toddlers Field Trip     9—Board Meeting, 7pm-9pm 

15—Groovers Field Trip    13-17—Grandparents Week 

20-24—NO SCHOOL, mid-winter break  23—Board Selection Meeting 

22—All-School Playdate    24—Teachers Absent 

28—Parent Ed, 6:30pm-9pm (required)  29—Parent Ed, 6:30pm-9pm (required) 

 

A WORD FROM TEACHER SUSIE 

Susie teaches the Groovers class. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact her at 

slaclergue@shoreline.edu 

Dear families, 

 

During the month of January, we celebrate the life and work of Martin Luther King, Jr. and all the 

individuals who fought peacefully alongside him. 

Our courageous congress member and civil rights leader, Rep. John Lewis of Georgia, was one of 

those individuals.  We are fortunate to live in the same time as Lewis, to hear his words and see his 

face as he speaks.  He carries on the legacy that MLK left behind for us and our children – to 

demand leaders who will “stand up, speak up, and speak out for the people who need help, who 

have been discriminated against.  And it doesn’t matter if they’re black or white, Latino, Asian 

American or Native American.  Whether they’re straight or gay, Muslim, Christian, or Jews.  We all live 

in the same house.  The American house.” 

While MLK is accepted now as an important American leader, he led an intensely controversial 

movement with a revolutionary message at the time (and, arguably, still today) – one of racial 

equality, economic equity, nonviolence, and pacifism in the face of unjust wars.  How do we instill 

this message in our young children, given the enormity of its scope and the depth of its nuances?  We 

do it in every day acts.  We educate ourselves, and scrutinize ourselves.  We learn new ways of being.  

We don’t shy away from teaching our children about difficult topics.  We guide them through their 

developing social-emotional landscape, as their growing sense of self begins to separate from us and 

gain an understanding of others and Other.  We uphold MLK’s legacy by expressing and demanding 

dignity for all, especially in the face of our differences. 

Teacher Susie 
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SCHOOL EVALUATIONS 

Dear Shorenorth Families,  

On January 23, 2017, you were sent an email inviting you to evaluate your experience at Shorenorth 

Cooperative Preschool. I would like to encourage you to complete the evaluation, by February 5th, 

for the benefit and growth of your school.  

The online form should take less than 10 minutes and is as easy as ABC.  

A – Anonymous  

B – Beneficial  

C – Constructive  

All members that complete and follow the procedures at the end of the evaluation form will be 

entered into a drawing to earn a $25 discount on their March Tuition. Drawing will be held on 

Tuesday, February 28th at Shorenorth’s Parent Education Business Meeting.  

Your feedback will be compiled, thoroughly reviewed and used to implement environment and 

programming planning for the future. Please let your voice be heard within our community.  

With gratitude,  

Jennie Blockhus Shorenorth  

Co-op Preschool Chair 2016-2017  

 

Questions: If you run into any problems along the way, please do not hesitate to contact me, 

jennie.blockhus@gmail.com . 

 

BIRDS + BEES + KIDS 

Are you ready to “take the STING out of the Birds + Bees Talks?” Amy Lang will be 

our speaker/educator at the next required Parent Ed night, taking place on 

Tuesday, February 28th, at Shoreline Community College. In her own words, Amy 

is “fiercely committed to guiding parents and other adults to become 

empowered to have regular, open, and effective conversations about the birds 

and the bees with the kids they love.” Take a peek at the Birds + Bees + Kids 

website by clicking here.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczcrR4Qhq6E4X-JumO-ukscpbbXsaLoRe9ax_3ckYHG1RUNQ/viewform?usp=send_form
http://birdsandbeesandkids.com/


KID PLAY up North! 

Contributed by T. Beeman 

Does the slightly warmer (if wet) weather have you thinking ahead to spring or mid-winter getaways? 

It might be too early for Tulip fields, but here’s another escape idea up north – even better with one 

or more kids along for the fun. 

I recently took our son (middle child of 3) on a “mom and me” outing to 

Bellingham, WA. We took the Amtrak “Cascades” train line from 

Edmonds ($54 round-trip us two, with AAA), which stops in Fairhaven, 

WA, a small historic town just next to Bellingham. There’s lodging in 

Fairhaven a short walk (or taxi ride) from the train; our favorite is the 

Chrysalis Inn, with large window seats overlooking the bay and train 

tracks nearby (we choose North end “side view” for better rates, and 

view of a small park as well). Trails from the hotel lead south ¼ mi to 

Fairhaven or north ½ mi via a bike friendly boardwalk to a “marina park” 

with small playground and café! 

This visit I wanted to spread out further than the great Fairhaven stops of 

bookstore, toy store, donuts, pizza and more. We took a city bus (#401) 

from Fairhaven (or a stop a block from our hotel), $1 each way (kids 7 & under free) to Bellingham’s 

downtown station near Railroad Ave. From there we had a choice of three interactive kid-friendly 

museums within 6 blocks. 

The Whatcom Museum [250 Flora St; Lightcatcher Bldg.] houses both rotating exhibits and a kid-

centric play space called the FIG (Family Interactive Gallery). My son liked the shadow puppet/light 

area best, but kids 1-9 would be pleased with the dramatic play, 

building and crafty options available, and parents the large space.  

Next was the very full SPARK museum of 

Electrical Invention. It’s a better fit for 4+, 

since the interactive elements are spread 

out, but there is an “education lab” 

upstairs and a live Tesla electric show (5yr+ 

only) weekend afternoons. We’ll need to 

return again for time at the MINDPORT 

Exhibits [210 West Holly], Interactive and 

Fine art exhibits for all ages, 

recommended by the Spark staff to a 

family with three kids 6 and under.  

For an outing a bit closer to home the IMAGINE Children’s Museum in 

Everett has FREE admission every 3rd Friday evening (5:30-9pm). The 

rooftop slides, chimes and dino dig are open on drier evenings, and the 

basement café allows outside food in (we’ve been known to pack in 

dinner for a mid-play break!). 

Whether near or far – enjoy your play! 

 

           

http://www.thechrysalisinn.com/
http://whatcommuseum.org/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/%20https:/whatcommuseum.org/family-interactive-gallery/
https://d.docs.live.net/3c5bc85d88ce7af2/Documents/Shorenorth%20Cooperative%20Preschool/.%20http:/www.sparkmuseum.org/
http://www.mindport.org/visit/
https://www.imaginecm.org/programs-camps-events/free_admission_night/
https://www.imaginecm.org/programs-camps-events/free_admission_night/


LET’S HAVE A *SWEET* TIME AT THE PAJAMA JAM! 

Optional Cookie Contribution Opportunity 

 

Amazing Shorenorth Families, 

 

The Pajama Jam is our yearly event that mixes 

lively dancing with cozy nighttime crafts and 

stories. To help fuel this kind of fun we serve cookies 

with milk! If you would like to volunteer to 

bring cookies with you to share at the Pajama Jam 

on Saturday, February 4th please see the details 

below and thank you! 

 

Here are the details... 

- We could use 1-2 dozen NUT FREE cookies and 

please bring them on a labeled plate or platter 

- All kinds of cookies are welcome - 

we do need cookies that are free of gluten, dairy 

and soy as well as cookies with no special dietary 

considerations 

- Please email Jenny Lohman 

(jenlorrainehall@hotmail.com) to share how many 

dozen you plan to bring and what kind (including 

if they are GF, DF, or SF) 

 
As a reminder, the Pajama Jam is Saturday, February 

4th from 5:30 - 8:00pm in the PUB Building (where our 

last parent ed speaker was) on the SCC Campus 

- families welcome! 

 

THANK YOU for helping to make this event special 

and SWEET! 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE 

It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I announce that KaraAnne Grodin, has been appointed to 

replace Gillian Murphy as the Vice Chair of the Shorenorth Board of Directors for the duration of the 

2016-2017 school year.  I am thrilled that she will be a part of the Executive Board, and she has 

generously agreed to continue her role on the communications team as well.  Please help support 

Shorenorth Communications by contributing important information for the Newsletter and Newsflash 

announcements on time and with their requested content.  

  

Sincerely, Jennie Blockhus 

Shorenorth Board Chair 2016-2017 

 

 



CARNIVAL  

Shorenorth's spring carnival is coming up 

on April 29th!  This is our annual family 

oriented carnival and silent auction, and 

is our biggest fundraiser of the year.  Oh, 

and it's FUN!  Games for kids, snacks 

(including bake sale items provided by 

YOU, our wonderful Shorenorth families), 

and fabulous items to bid on!  Children 

can even 'trade up' for bigger toys 

(previously loved toys in good shape 

donated by Shorenorth families in the 

TOY TRADE UP bin that is located inside 

the front door of our great school)!  

The carnival will be held at Shoreline Community College this year, from 10 AM - 2 PM.  All members 

are expected to help with set up the evening before (April 28th) for a two hour shift from 4 PM - 9 

PM.   

We are also in need of any donations you may have or can craft for the silent auction!  In the past 

we have had handmade jewelry, crochet and quilting crafts, paintings, and more!  Also, if you know 

of a person or business who may be interested in donating, please contact Stina Miller, our 

procurement team lead (stina.t.miller@gmail.com) or Kristin Harrington, fundraising coordinator 

(harringtonkristin@gmail.com) with any information. Every family plays a role in making our carnival a 

success, and for that we thank you! 

 

TALKING WITH CHILDREN ABOUT RACE 

March Parent Ed (required) will take place at 

Shoreline Community College. All SCC Co-Op 

families are participating, not just the two we 

typically partner with. This parent ed night is 

brought to us by PAC.  

 

 

 

 

 

Erica Graeff and son Damian (Groovers) playing with homemade 

moustaches donated by alumni Erin Wilson to last year’s member auction 


